DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
MINUTES OF CREATIVE WRITING MEETING NO. 1 


SEPTEMBER 16, 1980. 


Present: B. Bartlett, H. Beissel(Co-ordinator), S. Blicker, 
J. Brown, T. Byrnes, G. Geddes, L. Ghan, 
J, Metcalfe, S. Nelson, L, Peterson, A. Ram, 
R. Sommer, E. Spenser. 

Absent: B. Richmond (regrets) 

Observer: A. Franci€@re 


The meeting was chaired by Professor Beissel. 


Professor Beissel welcomed new staff members 
B. Bartlett, L. Ghan, and J. Metcalfe (Writer-in- 
Residence). 


Increase in Registration 


Professor Beissel apologized to all creative writing 
staff for increase of 5 cards in all sections of 
creative writing courses. 


Professor Beissel's decision to expand existing 
sections rather than to add new sections at the time 


was based on: 


Problem of finding capable instructors to 
teach at last minute 


There is always a percentage taken into account 
for the drop out rate. 


Time did not permit a new full-time appointment 
in Creative Writing 


In future years the maximum registration of 15 students 
per class will be strictly adhered to. 


Professor Beissel will now present this case to the 
Dean in order to gain a full-time appointment in the 
Creative Writing area. 


Discussion. 


Registration in 400 Level Courses 


It was decided that each instructor teaching at the 

400 level will pass out a class list and it is up 

to the student to mark beside his name either the 
prerequisite course he has already taken or that he 

has special permission to take the course. All 
instructors will then hand in these sheets to 

Sharon Bernstein so that she can verify the information. 


It was also decided that a special note should appear 
in the calendars and schedules for 1981, emphasizing 

the necessary prerequisites for 400 level courses in 

creative writing. A copy of this note will be given 

to all registering officers. 


Discussion. 


Writer-in-Residence 


John Metcalfe, prose writer, has the position of 
Writer-in-Residence for the academic session 1980-81, 
Professor Metcalfe will be available to students on: 


Monday Afternoon (no appointment necessary) 
Tuesday All Day (by appointment only) 


He will also appear in prose writing classes by 
invitation from the instructor. 


Discussion. 


English C41l, Script Writing for Radio, Screen and 


Television 


Professor Beissel discussed the problem of English 
411 as a single course having to cover Radio, Screen 
and Television. It was agreed that one course is not 
sufficient. Each area requires a course of its own, 
or perhaps Screen and Television could be covered in 


one course. 


Discussion. 


English C255, Translation 


This course as described in the University Calendar 
emphasizes non-literary texts. It attracts francophones 
wanting to learn English. It is felt that even if 

the description of the course is rewritten, the same 
students would register for it. A new course in 
Translation at the advanced level (with emphasis on 
literary texts) will be proposed by Professor Beissel. 


English C255, Translation Continued 


Professor Beissel will get in touch with the French 
Department to inquire whether they offer other 
translation courses. 


There was brief discussion on the possibility of a 
Creative Writing Programme in French. It was agreed 
that it is too early to move in that direction. 


Secretarial Services 
esceretariai services 


Professor Beissel explained that all work done by 
the Secretarial Staff is according to a priority basis, 
as described on the green sheet. "  & 


All instructors were asked to remind their classes 
that is is necessary to allow 24 hours notice for 
all dittoing. Classwork typed on regular paper will 
not be reproduced. 


All Secretarial Staff are reminded not to give out 
home telephone numbers of the Creative Writing Staff. 


The growth of the Creative Writing Programme has 
become a financial burden on the English Department. 
The students are not required to purchase books for 
the writing courses and it was suggested that each 
student contribute $10.00 to cover the costs of 
dittos, paper and service. 


J. Brown moved that a fee of $10.00 be charged to 

each student registered in writing classes in order 

to help defray the cost of administering and 
reproducing material for the workshops. Those students 
who feel they can get these services done more cheaply 
on their own do not have to pay the fee. The motion 
was seconded by S. Blicker. 


Discussion. H. Beissel called the question: 


In favour: 13 
Against: 0 
Abstention; 0 
CARRIED 


This motion will be read to all creative writing 
classes. An accompanying memo will outline the 
procedure of payment. 


Workshop Rooms 


Professor Beissel asked all instructors to let him 
know if they have problems concerning rooms. 


Discussion. 


Attendance at Readings 


There are approximately 300 students in creative 
writing courses, and instructors should encourage 
them to attend the readings organized by the English 
Department. 


It was suggested that notices of the readings be 
sent out with adequate warning. 


Discussion. 


Summer School 


Professor Beissel would like to organize an annual 
workshop during summer months. 


Professor Sommer is already involved in a workshop 
in Abercorn. The possibility of conducting a 
workshop for credit will be studied. 


Discussion. 


Other Business - Theses in Creative Writing 


It was suggested that all theses in creative writing 
include a critical introduction and an oral defense. 
This was strongly opposed. 


It was agreed that Professor Beissel will suggest 
to the Graduate Committee that every creative writing 
thesis be examined by 3 readers. 


Discussion. 


Meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. 


Typed on September 18, 1980. 


